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Abstract:
This article entitled Ehsan deals with the word Ehsan and it is
explain in the light of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet(PBUH). The Ehsan is derived from "Hussn"
means good and fine. The Ehsan has great extent in its
meanings and understanding. This is applied in any action and
work of an individual which is completed with beautiful and
fine process. The life and the Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet(PBUH) is the greatest model of Ehsan. All human
beings should adopt Ehsan in all fields of life.

Key Words:
Ehsan, Hussn, Extent, Meanings, Applied, Individual, Greates,
Model, Human Beings.
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Abstract:

Spiritual Status of the Saints(Sufia) are also the source of
Mysticism alongwith the Holy Quran and Hadith. Since the
difference of intellectual thoughts is a natural process,
similory, the results of individual spirtutal conditions are
bound to differ. On the basis of these differences and
conflicts like theological (Fighi( sects, different Mystical
sects came into being- Hazrat Ali Bin Usman Hajveri has
mentioned few of these sects in his book"Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob.
These sects and their teachings have been disussed in this
reaearch article

Key Words:

Spiritual, Saints, Theological, Sects, Kashaf-ul-Mahjub,

Hajveri
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Abstrat:

The Presence of Sufi Women explored alongside men early at
the begning of Islam. Some of those women contributed in
valuable ways to the growth of the Sufi'ism. The said article
shed light on the bio graphy of Sufi Saint and great religious
scholar Sayyeda Nafeesa Bint Hassan Al-Anwar. Who
performed great struggle for preaching of Islam, Sufi'ism
and other great islamic deeds for the welfare of
humanbeings. People of Cario loved her very much for her
religious values modesty, kindness and sufi'ism.

Key Words:

Women, Nafeesa, Struggle, Deeds, Religious, Modesty,
Kindness, Sufi‘ism.
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Abstract:

Hazrdat Khawaja Muhammad Sadiq Nagashabandi is great sufi
of the Sub-Continental. He passed all his life in the light of
teachings of Islam and Sunnah of Holy Prophet(SAWW). He
preached and did arrangement for spiritual training as an
actual objective of life. He served all maniknd and played an
important role in solving all its spiritual problems. Due to his
great contribution in Tasawwuf, all learned personalities
praised him.

Key Words:

Khawaja, Sadiq, Sub-continental, Arrangement, Tasawwuf,
Praised.
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Abstract:

"In the twentieth century Said Nursi was a renowned scholar
of Turkish origin. He brought people to the righteous path
through his teachings and thoughts, especially reformed
deeds and morals of people. He also informed people about
the concept of Mysticism, so that they can be saved from
misguidance. He defined Mysticism,its types, conditions and
benifits so that people could be diverted towards Mysticism
and that their spiritual values be enhanced.

Key Words:

Scholar, Turkish, People, Righteous, Informed, Mysticism,
Misguidance, Benefits, Spiritual.
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Abstract:

This article deals with the unique importance of Shaikh
Mujaddid Alif Thani(1564-1624(and his scholarly influence
on following generations. Tafseer-Roh-ul-Maani is one of the
major tafaseer of thirteenth century hijree and Allama
Aalossi(1217-1270AH/1802-1854 .(Is well known scholar and
mufasser. He discusses the Quraanic verses in the light of
mother books of tafseer and at the end of almost each verse
he used fto mention tafseer e ishari and here he quoted many
quotations from Maktoobat of shaikh mujaddid which prove
the authority of shaikh and his impact on Islamic sciences.

Key Words:
Importance, Shaikh, Mujaddid, Alif, Scholarly, Generations,
Quranic, Tafsser, Maktoobat, Authority-
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Abstract:

Abdul Qadir Jilani was born on 11 Rabi-ul-Awal, 470 Hijri in
Naif District of Gilan(Persia). He spent his early life in Naif
and then migrated to Baghdad and got education in Hunbly
Law. He spend twenty five years as a reclusive wander in the
desert reigan of Iraq. He was a great preacher of Hadith and
Tafsir. He was also a convincing preacher owed turned to
numerous number of Jew and Christians fo muslim. As a true
follower of Muhammad(S.A.W) he used to serve humanity
durinbg day and most part worshiped world. He passed way
out the age of 89 on 8th Rabi-ul-Awal and burried in Baghdad.
Key Words:

Abdul Qadir, Jilani, Gilan, Naif, Migrated, Baghdad, Desert,
Hunbly Law, Tsfsir.
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Abstract:

Sheikh Al Mahasbi was born in 165AH. In early era of
Tasawwuf he was known as great Sufi. After completion of
his education, he devoted himself for the permotion of
education and to serve the Muslim Ummah. He wrote more
than two hundered books on the fields of Hadith, Mysticism,
Jurisprudence and on other tfopics. He was great Scholar,
preacher, researcher, jurist and sufi of his period. All the
learned personalities of his time fributed his contributions.
Key Words.

Sheikh, Mahasbi, Jurisprudence, Mysticism, Jusrist, Sufi,
Contributions.
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Abstract:

"Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has great respect and honour among
the experts and scholars of the sub-continent. He produced
many books on different disciplines. Fatawa Rizwia is the best
book which is read and known by highly educated
personalities. He also related works of Maulana Roomi and
tributed him it can be said that there are great impacts are
showed of on the Roomi on the writings of Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan Specialy in regard of Fatawa Rizvia.

Key Words.

Ahmad, Raza, Imam, Roomi, Fatawa, Rizvia, Impact,
Sub-Continent.
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Abstract:
This article relates the Islamic Tasawwuf in the light of
islamic references and aimed to know how it has been going
through an evolutionary process. The article is puting on
this phenomenon in each century of the islamic calender.
Starting from the Prophetic era ending in the current
period. It also show that Sufi'ism started at sepprate
phenomenon and later on it became an indipendent
movement. A lot of books have been written on Sufi'ism
having its specific terminology.

Key Words:
Refferences, Evolutionary, Process, Phenomenon, Calender,
Prophetic, Era, Movement, Terminologies.
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THE CONCEPT OF SELF
PURIFICATION IN TASAWWUF

Dr, Matloob Ahmad:

Abstract:
This Article is an attempt to present to readers the main
concepts of self Purification in Tasawwuf. Exactly
purification is to clean ourselves from evil desires and to
adopt a neat and clean life with superior qualities with
the help of its foundations which are as repentance, fear
of  Allah, abstinence, patience, gratitudeness,
truthfulness. On acting upon these basic requirements of
self purification, our hearts will fill with the true love of
our creator as a result of which our personality devolps
into the form of purified soul and chracter.

Key Words:
Foundations, Abstinence, Patience, Patience,

Truthfulness, Creator, Soul
In the time of the prophet Hazrat Mohammad (S.A.W.W)

Tasawwuf was a reality without a name, today Tasawwuf is a

name, but few know its reality.

#Associate professor Govt. College of commerce Faisalabad.
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The origin of Tasawwuf thus lies in the Prophetic Sunna. It
became a distinct discipline when the majority of the Muslim
Community lost intrinsic, spiritual strength as a whole, so
Muslims of subsequent generations required systematic effort to
attain it, and it was because of the change in the Islamic
environment after the earliest generations, that a discipline by the
name of Tasawwuf came to exist.

A Hadith magnifies its validity quoted by‘Umr ibn al-Khattab,
who said:

As we sat one day with the Messenger of Allah(S.AAW.W) a
man in pure white clothing and jet black hair came to us, though
none of us knew him,

He sat down before the prophet(S.A.W.W) bracing his knees
against him, resting hands on legs, and said: Tell me about the
perfection of faith(inhsan)“and the prophet(S.A.W.W( answered:
“it is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you see him not, He
nevertheless sees you.”

(')s\ﬁwe\;ﬁgow;w\m\wo‘

There is no doubt that Tasawwuf is a founding branch of
Islam . The word itself may have been derived from the Arabic
word“Soof”(Wool) or from*“Safa”(cleanliness)®but its foundation
lies in one’s thorough sincerity in seekling Allah’s nearness and
trying to live a life pleasing to Him. Study of the Quran, the Hadith,
and following the practical life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(SSAWW)and his faithful companions provide unmistakable

support to this reality.
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The reality of purification is to clean ourselves from evil
desires and attain superior traits, and as thus fill our hearts with
the true love of our creator, as a result of which our personality
develops in a manner that we are pleased to live by the
instructions of Allah SWT and an inner hatred develops over
defiance of sharia. And thus each and every practice of the life of
the Holy Prophet(SAWS) becomes so dear that one could not help
but follow it with veneration. Kabbani Writes:

"Allah(SWT) has installed two spiritual powers in each
human being, one pulls him towards His obedience and
the other grabs him to the path of defiance. The
objective of purification is to potentiate the positive
forces and weaken the negative forces. The positive
forces have been named as soul(RUH/QALAB) and
negative forces as Nafas. Collision between these two
forces continues till the end of life, so, we have to

continue the effort for purification till death.®

The meaning of self purification is, the cleansing of the inner
self. That is to refine the innerself of all the evils e.g. irresistible
desires of this world, hypocrisy, pretence, Jealousy, rivalry and
malic etc. To decorate the heart with the agreeable attributes of
belief in Allah, fear of Allah, modesty, patience, Thankfulness, and
tripidation etc. To cleanse the Heart of the Thoughts of all others,
except Allah SWT'The person becomes such that during most of
his times he is thoughtful of his divine presence. On Him he relies,
and on Him he starts to expect to Him he asks for help, to Him he
loves and to Him he fears.”)The individual is not bothered

about the creatures, to this state of mind and heart, The Holy
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Quran ascribes as purification“Tazkia.”
Quran says that those are successful who odopted the

self-purification

§ T BUTTo 33 Joabagsea $753 5,8 Foagdeldd
() 3 52

Translation: Indeed successful is the one who became
pure. And who mentioned the name of this Lord, then
offered prayer. But rather you prefer the life of this

world! whereas the Hereafter is better and overlasting.

The mission of the Holy Prophet was to create the self-
Purification.

The Holy Quran Says.

sl ipsniil sl Vi s T
() oo I A 4 el 18 ) shaSnll jes

Translation: It is He who has sent among the unlettered
people a noble Messenger from themselves, who recites His
verses to them and purifies them, and bestows them the
knowledge of the Book and wisdom, and indeed before this, they
were in open error.

Self-purification can be created for acting upon its basic
principles and Fundamentals. Imam Ghazzali said that“these
principles are compulsory for a sufi to attain closeness of Allah
SWT, and with having these he(Sufi) creates with himself
self-purification.””These principles of self purification are also

mentioned in other books of Tasawwuf which are as following.

REPENTANCE

The meaning reality of repentance is, feeling of shame on
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sins, returning to Allah away from the path of distance(which
takes you distant from Allah) to the path of closeness(which takes
you closer to Allah) but for that there is a condition, beginning
and perfection.

As to its beginning: It is faith(Iman) and its meaning in this
context is the bright light of knowing in the heart that sins are
destroyers, and from this realization, the fire of fear and sadness
arises, and from this fire results the truthfulness of yearning(to
repent to Allah)being in awareness about the harm of sins when
one meets it. The present then should be, your, leaving the sins,
and as to the future, determination on leaving the sins, and as to
the past, the acquirement of the realization of harm of sins you
may have done, and with these three gradually perfection is
acquired.

The Holy Quran says of about the concept of Repentance as

i At S i 9l
() 1T s gt oKl iy 3t

Translation: O people who believe! Incline towards Allah in a
repentance that becomes a guidance for the future, it is likely that
your lord will relieve you of your sins and admit you into gardens
beneath which rivers flow.

Know this that repentance is one of those obligatory deeds
on each sane, adult, Muslim, and because a person with disbelief
in his heart he doesn’t repent. It has been mentioned in some
hadeeth also that a person who sins yet repents sincerely to Allah,
is much better than the one who doesn’t sin, and do not repent. It

should be known that not repenting to Allah itself is an act of
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ingratitude to Allah. Then there are stages of repenting, as each
person is not the same in his sincerity in repenting. There are
sinners whose repentance is a mockery to Allah, a game and a
formality.

The Holy Prophet(SAWW) whose all past and future was
forgiven by Allah, used to repent to Allah more than seventy times
each day! So ponder well O people who wish to acquire Allah’s
friendship. And what is the friendship of Allah except the greatest
acquirement Allah says in Hadeeth Qudsi that whoever shows
envy or hatred towards any friends of Allah, Allah declares war on
him! And He the Al-Mighty says in hadeeth Qudsi, that a servant
who is sincere and also repenting, if he walks towards Allah, Allah
runs towards him, i.e. if he desires Allah by a degree Allah bring
him closer by a degree greater. Ponder well then.

Allah SWT says in other Hadis Qudse, Oh, my people, you do sins day

and night and | pardon your all sins, pray for pardoness, | will pardon you.
lavoor o 1 81015 51gd 5 Sl 5 i Sles sl b JB
()08 1 5 5 ket
Imam Ghazzali states that one needs to be repenting towards
Allah in each state of his existence, as if when he is overwhelmed
by the remembrance of Allah, he will attain such level. This is a
level which is not attained by one or two days but by self struggle,
which is one of the aims of Sufism. Only a servant who fears Allah
and loves Him from within his heart can appreciate this, because
the hadeeth mentions that if Allah were to judge among His
creations strictly, not a single creation would escape His wrath.

The level of continuous repenting is a level indeed high and
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fruitful, and it is not easy to be attained by every person.

In, other place the Holy Prophet(SAWW) says that a person
says for repentance before coming the moments of Hereafter his
repentance will be accepted.

(1) ke 1 U1 oot s B pn

Says, Imam Ghazzali that the repentance in relation to the
heart is like soap to the cloth, it washes and makes it brighter, and
cleaner. One should seek repentance to Allah with the hope that
Allah will accept it, but not with hopelessness, neither with a
guarantee.m)

When you will be on the path of seeking repentance to Allah
in your prayer, after your prayer, and when you go to sleep, and
when you wake up and so on, you will gradually be stronger and
overwhelm the power of the sins, and gradually will be equipped
with the arsenal of piety and Satan will flee from you, but know
this Satan flees only to come back later, so you must not let your
guard down.

The Holy Quran says that the Allah accepts the repentance
from His people.

(1) ladstelgs s 20121 g soste 36 41 s i3

Translation: And it is He who accepts repentance from his
bondmen, and pardons sins, and knows all your deeds.

Ibn Khaldun says that, a man finds it difficult to flee sins
because:

The punishment of Allah is not like money which comes like
that, and the nature of human is inclined towards that which he

can attain and see, in present. To cure this nature, he must think
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about that what will come from Allah as punishment even though
it doesn’t come just like that, can come in a blink of an eye, yet one
is unaware of it. He must think that death is closer to a man than
his shoe-lace, thus what makes you think that it won’t happen
right now while you reading this, or at the end of the day or
tomorrow*?)

He may think that he will repent tomorrow or, after some
years or at his old age. Let him ask himself what makes him so
sure that he will live for the next few hours He may think that he
will be good and nice to himself and people. Let him think that not
belittling yourself towards Allah by repentance is one of the forms
of arrogance and pride against Allah.

Repentance is for all sins whether big(kabeera) sins, or small
(sageera) sins. Small sins will gather in you and destroy you while

you may not know if you are taking small sins lightly.
ABSTINENCE:

The reality of abstinence is: reluctance of the self towards
the world. Its root is the knowledge and light which enlightens the
inner self, and the realization that the hereafter is better than the
world. Its fruit is being satisfied by the world according to ones
necessity. Hadrat Ali(ra) said 'Indeed Allah has made the leaders
of guidance(i.e. Islamic scholars, leaders of Muslim nation) they
being like the people with the lowest state of livelihood, so that
the rich may follow them...Look at the lives of the four caliphs, the
leaders of guidance, who spread Islam throughout the lands by
[slamic military and wars of justice, winning wealth and riches,

yet they abstained from it, keeping themselves in the minimum



Al-Ehsan Issue# 2 Deptt. of Islamic Studies & Arabic GCUF 11

state of life as possible, so that world do not deceive them, in their
leadership, and service towards Islam, and their own souls.
The Holy Quran says that every person would be accountable
for his earnings.
| $EUE G Sl a8 G s S B s BT ells
(175 slasg
Translation:This was a nation that has passed away, for it is
what it earned, and yours is what you earn, and you will not be
questioned about this deeds.

And on another place the Holy Quran declares this Ummah as moderate.

J 0 3 K5 T 10451 § Sl 508 o S 5

Translation: we have made you a moderate ummah (nation)
so that you may testify against mankind and that your own rasool
may testify against you.

And again Quran Says.

Sl 3555 pallen s pE AN Er 1l 88
(a8

Translation: you are the best among all the nations that were
raised among mankind. You enjoin good deeds and farbid
immorality and you believe in Allah.

Imam Ghazzali mentions the levels of abstinence: One who
abstains the glitters and temptations of the world yet yearning
towards it while fighting against his inner desires and yearnings.
This is the start of abstinence. One whose heart flees away from

the world, and doesn’t incline towards it.
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"Syed Hussain Nasr says-One who doesn’t flee away
from the world yet does not incline towards it, because
he has defeated his desire for world, thus his wealth to
him whether rich or poor, doesn’t matter. He has
realized the greatness of hereafter compared to

world.(!”

Know this that abstinence is not a thing which makes you
leave the world as if you do not exist in the world, rather the
abstinence of the world means, turning your face from such which
tempts you towards worldly pleasures making your heart covered

from the greatness and richness of hereafter.
PATIENCE:

Patience means“Sabar” in Arabic.The meaning of‘sabr’ is to
bear, to detain oneself from something and to be firmed at any
thing. But commonly sabr is called when a person bears all
difficulties, troubles, miseries, woes and calamities with boldness
and contentment.

Patience is basic quality of Allah’s friends Islam advises for
adopting the patience.

The Holy Quran says.

RS DATS (P T PR PRty =
¢J\u)au\jjuwwuﬁ;\wmw,w\ﬂju\,‘ufj
()G a5

Translation: And we will surely test you with some fear and
hunger and with paucity of wealth and lives and crops, and give
glad tidings to those who patiently endure. Those who say when

calamity befalls them, Indeed we belong to Allah and indeed it is
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to Him we are to return.
Says Imam Ghazzali, that“the children of Adam have
been given two great forces: intellect i.e. the rational
mind, which is of the armies of Allah, and Angels, and
the other is, vanities and temptations, which is of the
armies of the devils,!%)

It should be noted carefully that patience establishes the
balancing factor in a human so that the two opposite extremes are
kept in its proper measure, thereby not making human being who
only thinks, and has no temptations such as sex, or something,
neither making human a machine of temptations, who have lost
grip of his mind, thereby breaking the thin thread of
differentiating between moral and immoral. The greater patience
equips the man with a greater insight by separating the rational
and the temptational part of human in two opposite extremes,

thereby not mixing it and destroying the balance.

The Holy Quran says.

-
P -
>

(r ')bﬂﬁpﬂ-‘-‘mﬁjUﬁi‘jjbﬁwﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂéﬂﬁ@%\é
Translation: O people who believe! Endure and surpass your
enemies in endurance and guard the frontiers of the Islamic
nation and keep fearing Allah, hoping that you may succeed.
And Holy prophet(SAWW) (says. £ Uiid .21
Translation-:Patience is half of faith.
Al-Sh’arani says.
Know this that patience is of three types: the first is a
must for each servant of Allah, which is being patient
from committing sins, then the second is for the higher

worshippers such as being patient when stricken by
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hunger and poverty, for the sake of Allah, and not
taking the path of sins. The third is the highest
patience, which is that of the people of abstinence, who
are patient from the taste of the world even though it
may be permissible.(zz)

Know this patience for the sake of Allah is the defence in the
spiritual war between the good and the evil therefore be well to
strengthen your defence, the defence against the evil in the
greatest of war- the war of spiritual existence. Patience tames
your heart and makes it mature and stable so that it doesn’t fall in
to something harmful, in haste. In great hunger, a man may be
forced to eat pork, as is permitted by Islamic law, when there are
no permissible foods, and in this case for example patience will
make you eat as much as is needed of the pork to save yourself,
unlike those impatient people of desires, who engulfs the pork
forgetting their needed limit, and taking a taste from the
forbidden. The non-existence of patience will make him
appreciate the taste of this forbidden thing which may take him to
annihilation from within. So ponder well, and sharpen your
defence. This highest patience creates self purification in an

individual.
THANKSGIVING:

It means’#“in Arabic the meaning of Shukr is to accept the
obligation of aneself and give the reward iun response of this to
the obligator. There are a lot of boons of Allah who He awarded to
His creatures and it is our duties to pay shukr for the Allah.

The Holy Quran Says.
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(") phusdoipess ity K55

Translation-:And be grateful to Allah if it is only Him you

worship.
(Allah awarded us will great boons for gratefulness.)
T o gl sl ST sl T
) 5055

Translation-:And Allah brought you fiorth from your
mothers’ wombs, whilst you did not know anything and gave you
ears and eyes and hearts for you to be grateful.

The Prophet(SAWW) said to His wife Ayesha(ra)when she
said to him‘what makes you cry to Allah when he has forgiven
your past and future He(SAWW) replied‘Will I not be a thanking
servant. !y S lhe g SN,

Know this that thanksgiving is done to Allah, and to people.
The two are different in their nature, as thanksgiving to Allah is to
be done on a continual daily basis, such as when he wakes up,
when he goes to sleep, when he finishes his prayers, when he
acquires a good thing in the world through lawful means, and so
on. Thanksgiving to Allah must be followed by love and awe
towards Him, and is not a mere formal thanking as you may see
today among people of government, or among people of disbelief.
Thanksgiving to Allah is not a formality, and anyone who does in
such a way is not thanking Allah, but sinning. There are people
who thank a person of importance with great reverence, even
belittling himself. If such is from a person to another person, what
should be to Allah, the Lord of Dignity In fact a Muslim must never

humiliate himself by showing reverence to a sinner, or an infidel.
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Our thanksgiving to the non-Muslims must be formal, with Islamic
dignity kept intact. Thanking people is done with respect and
manners, which do not belittle our Islamic dignity. As to thanking
Allah it is as has been said different. If you do not feel lowly in
front of Allah, then know you have not learnt to respect Him, and
have not known Him, and while thanking Allah or asking to Him,
this is even more needed. The result of your being lowly to Allah
is a result of reverence, awe and humility, which has been
acquired from Allah as a gift, through your worship, so that you
worship Him even in a deeper and higher state. Ponder this and in

yourself very well .
SINCERITY:

Says the Imam, Ghazzali, know this that for sincerity there is a
reality, a root and a perfection. Its root is intention and the
intention which is free from defects and indecision, and the
perfection of intention is truthfulness.

The meaning of intention is, desiring the face of Allah, which is to
say desiring Allah’s nearness and love. One doesn’t seek the face
of other except in a way of desire which is special, desiring the
other in the highest way of desire hoping for his attention. The
Prophet (saas( said ‘Actions are (rewarded) according to the
intentions (behind it (™. WYL, )hus for example your
prayer to show off people is not accepted, as your intention is to
please people, but not Allah. Another example would be that if
two men is determined to kill one another, and one is killed by the
other, then, both are in hellfire, as has been stated by the Prophet

(saas) because He(saas) mentioned the reason being that the



Al-Ehsan Issue# 2 Deptt. of Islamic Studies & Arabic GCUF 17

killed wanted to kill the Kkiller too. This is one face, but do not

generalize,

Al-Taftazani says.
"The reality of intention is a determined desire to act
with the ability at one’s disposal, and such desire is
awaken in oneself, by one’s knowledge. Know this all
your deeds, is not being correct except without by
physical ability, desire to act and knowledge of the
action, for example fasting, or jihad. (ro

The Holy Quran says.
(1) 390 b i 1
Translation-:  And they ware ordered only to worship
Allah, believing purely in Him being true in their faith.

Know this, that your actions, such as prayer, fasting, jihad,
spending etc is nothing at all to Allah unless it is followed by the
intention, an intention directed to please Allah and attain His love
and friendship. The Prophet(SAWW) said that Allah doesn’t see
our looks and physical form, but He looks at our hearts and deeds.
The heart is preceded before deeds, so ponder well, and know this
Sufism is more in to the purification of heart than the deeds, for if
the heart is enlightened, the deeds will follow"An enlightened
pure heart if does a small deed is better than a tainted heart with
many deeds. A pure heart will purify your deeds, and your
external manifestation®® So know this very well, that, the
lowering of your forehead towards the earth is not the lowering of
it in truth, but the humility and awe of the heart, and the body

reflects the heart. Also for example, paying zakat is not

eradicating your ownership, but the eradication of the filth of
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stinginess .Also the slaughtering of animals is not for the sake of
its meat and blood, but rather honouring and feeling a respect and
awe for the signs of worship, the signs of Allah.

Know this sincerity is that when your intention makes you
contribute your deed for one aim and goal, and in the context of
servitude, it will be Allah. Thus your one unique existence of the
purpose in your heart is to please Allah, and nothing connecting
with this one unique purpose, such as praying prayer yet you
think of what would you do about so and so problem at the same
time, even if you do so while you are in prayer, for the least

moment,
CONCLUSION:

When mankind is on the point of spiritual perfection his long
hidden thirst which had started since his beginning of his breath,
will come to be quenched through a level known as ihsan where
mankind will meet his Lord, seeing Him by his heart and knowing
that God is seeing him. When mankind will come to this level
through self purification. He will know that all his efforts of his life
has been fruitful, and his thirst been satisfied, because he has met
God with adopting and acting upon repentance, Fear of Allah,
Abstinence, patience thanksgiving, Sincerity and truthfulness and

other basis of purification.

*0
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Book Review:

SANUSIYAH: A STUDY OF A

REVIVALIST MOVEMENT IN ISLAM
By: Nicola A, Ziadeh, Leiden: E, J, Brill 1958 Pages

148,

Dr. Ghulam Shamas-ur-Rahman*

[slamic civilization is comprised of multidimensional
geo-political, cultural and intellectual features. Its diversification
is based on the acceptance of different elements of other
contemporary cultures. The Islamic rule of unity of dogma and
foundational principles and diversity in practical applications
gives cohesion to Muslim society. The rule of ijtihad (personal
reasoning) provides sustainable and theoretical basis to
incorporate the intellectual and cultural elements of different
civilizations. The fertility of Islamic civilization is based on this
central point: acceptance of good and refutation of bad and evil. In
the early history of Islam, Arab’s encounter with Iranian, Greco
Roman, Indian and North African civilizations produced a
beautiful synthesis of diversity within unity. This interaction gave
the rise to excellence, harmony and cohesion in all spheres of life.
Thus, a productive civilization generated by the Islam in the early
centuries of Arabian rule. In thirteenth century, Baghdad was

sacked by Mongols but paradoxically it boosted the Islamic

*Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, B.Z.U., Multan
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civilization and its different aspects because the collapse of
Baghdad and domination of Mongols compelled the Muslim
scholars to evaluate their values and ethics and to rethink about
their weakness and flaws. This interaction was also a great
blessing for Islamic civilization in the broader perspectives.

The Muslim civilization recently encountered with the
European civilization after the industrial revolution in Europe and
European domination on the Muslim lands. This is very complex
phenomenon because of its multidimensional and pluralistic
nature. Colonialism deprived Muslims from their three great
empires: Ottoman, Safvid and Mughals. Moreover, the western
domination was not a simple change of rule, but it replaced the
whole institutional structure from education to government.
Muslim scholars encountered with the new western concepts of
democracy, nationalism, positivism etc. The effects and impacts of
this interaction are of paramount importance. All things are in
state of flux a complete shift of paradigm. From the time of
colonialism to the date, Muslim scholars are busy to reconstruct
their own distinctive alternatives. Many movements emerged for
the reinterpretation of Islamic thought integrating them with the
Quranic message and making them harmonious with the
contemporary western world. The Pan-Islamism, the Wahhabism,
the Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt, the Jammat Islami of Pakistan
and the Sanusiyyah in Libya and Sudan endeavoured to preserve
their own identity and civilization. Their interpretations are

different but all are based on the reaction and reinterpretation of
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I[slamic concepts with juxtaposition of modern western concepts .

The Sanusiyyah movement is considered one of the most
influential movements in Cyrenaica who responded actively the
challenges of his time. The Grand Sanusi Muhammad bin‘Ali was
an expert of Islamic sciences and religious leader of
nineteenth-century North Africa. He formulated a reform
programme to address contemporary issues. His message was a
combination of divergent elements of Islamic sciences.
Emphasizing on the need of ijtihad, he established a revival
movement on the foundation of Islamic Shari‘ah integrating it
with other branches of Islamic sciences. Contrary to the
Wahhabism, Grand Sannusi and his predecessors accommodated
Sufism and tried to fuse Sufi piety and passion into the exoteric
Islamic law. They endeavoured to safeguard Islamic values and
tradition from the western ideas and their imitation without
understanding their spirit. The Sanusiyyah focused their attention
on the education of Bedouins and nomadic tribes of Cyrenaica
what today is Libya. They observed the decadence of Islamic
teaching and understanding in the nomadic society of Sahara and
Cyrenaica. Therefore, they initially conducted a very vigorous
campaign to educate them the traditional Islamic education and to
win them back to the teaching of classical Islam based on Quran
and Sunnah.

The Sanusiyyah played an important role in the resistance of
the French in the Sahara and the Italian in Cyrenaica. This Order

was considered by the colonialists as a grave opponent to their
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domination and a great hindrance to way of progress and reason.
However, the movement remained very popular among the
masses. The adherents of this movement took over the governing
authority after Ottoman withdrawal from the region. After the
colonial domination, the Sanusiyyah established Libyan Federal
State under the grandson of the Grand Sanusi, King Idris. This was
the climax of Sanusiyyah episode. King Idris could not maintain
his rule and was overthrown by the Muammar Qaddafi in 1969.

Several valuable researches have been conducted by the
eminent scholars on the significance of this movement, its
contribution and role. The Sanusi of Cyrenica(Oxford: 1949)by
the renowned anthropologist Edward Evans-Pritchard, is
considered the most impotent work in this subject. However most
of its parts are devoted to political and anti-colonial aspects of the
movement. There was a great need to preserve and elaborate the
intellectual legacy of the movement. The above mentioned book of
Dr. Nicola A. Ziadeh endeavours to fulfil this vacuum. Dr. Ziadeh
was a professor of history in University of Beirut. He spent a
period of time in the early fifties in Cyrenaica as an employer in
the Department of Education. Therefore, he got a chance to
observe the impact of this movement and collect the elementary
and basic data for his research. He consulted almost all important
basic western sources of the subject as he indicated in the
bibliography at the end of the book.

This book is divided into four chapters with an introduction

and an epilogue. First chapter describes geo-political and
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religious conditions of Libya in the nineteenth century. The
author elaborated upon the relation of the Wilaya of Tripoli and
its relation with the Ottomans Empire in historical perspective.
The remaining three chapters are focused on the core subject
matter of the book. The second chapter consists of the
introduction of the Sanusi leaders. The author briefly described
the family background of Grand Sanusi Muhammad Ibn‘Ali
(1787-1859)his early education, his travelling from Fez to Makka
al-Mukarramah for learning, and his activities during his life. After
his death, Sayyad al-Mahdi succeeded his father and worked as a
head of organization from 1859till 1902.Ziadeh described the
achievements and activities of Sayyed Mahdi. He illustrated that
Sayyad Sharif organised this movement after the death of
al-Mahdi in 1902.He also the nature of their relation with the
Ottoman rulers and Turkish society. Ziadeh briefly described the
personality of the king of Libya Sayyad Muhammad Idris, son of
Sayyad Sharif.

Ziadeh described in third chapter the philosophy of Sanusi
thinkers. He elaborated upon the basic ideas of Grand al-Sanusi in
the light of his books and how skilfully al-Sanusi integrated
different approaches into one synthesis. Ziadeh asserted that
Grand Sanusi amalgamated Sufi approach and anti-Sufi approach
of renowned theologian Ibn Taymiyyah. Ziadeh threw the light on
the Sanusi’s concept of [jtihad in the light of his book Iqaz. He also
explained the process of carrying out this message by his

successors. The forth chapter deals with the organisation of
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Sanusi movement. He explained the significance of Zawiyah (Sufi
training lodge) and its role with the reference of Sanusiyyah. The
author claims that this movement grew in a political and
administrative vacuum and Sanusi tried to fill this gap by
spreading the awareness in the structure of nomadic tribes but
this movement could not fill the gap completely. The author
writes“:Thus it did not come into a complete vacuum)’p. 121)

The arrangement of this book is very interesting and the
author consulted the basic sources for the subject matte but he
did not carefully consult the available literature produced by the
religious thinkers of this movement. The use of this material may
increase the value and worth of this book. Thematically, this book
would be considered more important if the author paid more
attention on the analysis of rise and fall of Sanusiyyah Order and
how Arab nationalism effected the movement and way latter
leaders of this movement could not respond the challenges of
contemporary modern world. This is the weak point of this book
which can be improved by the addition of critical analysis of this
movement. However, overall this research is a good attempt to
understand the Sanusiyyah movement and its philosophy and
contribution in the late nineteenth and first half of twentieth
centuries in Libya. The weakness of Ziadeh’s book was covered by
Vikor’s Sufi and Scholar on the Desert Edge. Vikor describes the
writings of al-Sanusi, showing the link between them in historical
context(London: C. Hurst Co. Ltd, 1995)pp. 218-240)

Furthermore, Vikor goes even deeper by juxtaposing the opposing
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ideas of the time towards the jihad as well(p. 241.(Within this
argument, he makes a statement that the Sufis have changed
throughout time, bringing an example of al-Sanusi and al-Tijai,
and interpreting it as a change in Sanusi movement(p. 241)
Vikor’s other book, Sources for Sanusi Studies speaks for itselfthe
work is a presentation of research and great amount of historical
and biographical detail, which is why it is intended to be used as a
necessary companion to the previous historical work(p. v) The
value of Vikor’s work on Sanusi is great. However, the importance
of Ziadeh’s work cannot be neglected because of his pre-eminence

in the field.
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